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writings. It professes to draw light from all quarters,
though it gives exclusive reverence to none. Whilst
admitting the inspiration of all great writers, it teaches
that there is a present inspiration for those who will
receive it. The individual conscience thus divinely
illumined is regarded as the final test of truth, from
whatever source it may come.

In the history of the Samaj under Keshub's leader-
ship there are two main features, viz. the effort to
adapt the older forms of Hindu faith and practice, and
the attempt to introduce, in a Hindu dress, some of the
distinctive rites of Christianity. Amongst the Hindu
forms of worship are yoga, or meditation. In Hinduism
this was carried to great extremes; in the public
services of the Brahmas it finds a prominent place.
Then bhakti, the loving trust of the Vaishnavas in
Krishna, is earnestly commended, and Chaitanya, the
apostle of this doctrine, is held in high esteem. It
appeals to the emotional as well as the intellectual side
of human nature. Annual festivals called Brahmotsavas
were also instituted. For days together religious meetings
are arranged, by which means the faith of the members
is strengthened and their zeal fired. Added to this are
processions with music and singing, and later th^re was
a tendency in favour of the practice of asceticism. This
is in harmony with the genius of Hinduism, as nearly
all the other sects have their ascetics, who are regarded
as the perfected members of the community.

But Brahmanism, whilst holding out one hand to
Hinduism, holds out another to Christianity. Keshub
frequently expressed his love to Jesus Christ and his
loyalty to His commands; an<J the spirit of Jesus is
seen in his teaching. He began by claiming Him as
an Asiatic, and offered India to Him as a people. He